CHURCH PREEN, HUGHLEY AND KENLEY 

PARISH COUNCIL

M I N U T E S

of meeting held in The Old School, Kenley

on 

Tuesday 17th September 2013

at 7.30pm

Present:

    


Parish Councillor Ken Pugh

Parish Councillor Martin Morris

Parish Councillor Peter Ince

Parish Councillor Myrtle Roberts

Parish Councillor Sarah Lloyd

Clerk to Parish Council Jayne Simmons

Councillor Claire Wild

Apologies - 0

Members of the Public -  1

1.      
WELCOME

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and also explained emergency evacuation procedures.

2.         DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest.

3.         MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
Minutes of the meeting 18th June 2013, having been previously circulated to all members were taken as having been read. These were then signed as a true record of the meeting.

Councillor Pugh said it was not decided at the last meeting to leave Parish Matters off the next Agenda.  Councillor Ince said he did not object to it but thought we might be pulled up by auditors.  It was therefore decided to put Parish Matters back on the agenda for future meetings.

4.         LJC REPRESENTATIVE ATTENDING
David Fairclough covers 18 parishes.  LJC covers a range of issues within the area and at present looking at broadband as it is difficult for rural areas to get broadband.  To find out the broadband coverage in this area he said to go on line (if you have a computer that has broadband!), put postcode in find out when it can be expected in that area and the speed.  Everyone agreed if you have broadband it is still extremely slow.  

Next meeting is on 14th October at Dorrington Village Hall and this meeting will discuss broadband.  At the end of the meeting members will be asked what they would like to speak about at the next meeting.  Each LJC has a different agenda.  In Ford looking at rural buses.  

Mr Fairclough’s role is changing to include coordinating as well as funding.  If a community wants a project they can approach LJC for funding up to £5K.  If anyone has a project they would like help with better to get application in sooner rather than later as not sure there will be funding after next April.  An example would be carpeting for VH but he would also suggest putting on application that VH would also be used for a public night which will benefit the community.  Just put sound-proofing into Church Preen VH which cost £4K and this is something could have asked LJC for.  Lighting is something could look at.  Councillor Pugh asked if application form can be sent to VH Secretary.  Lighting would benefit the community but Mr Fairclough suggested attaching a community PA system to the application which would enable the community to do more.  Usually ask for three years bank accounts to make sure everything is in order.  They also ask for some match funding as a contribution whether in money or in kind.  Work closely with National Lottery and other charities.  The Millichope foundation which is for community buildings and churches could be approached as long as community can access building once or twice a week.  Have to show need and demand.

Mr Fairclough’s other role is engaging with local community.  Gets involved with Parish Plans and what is important to people.  His role is to enable Parish Councils to get their voice heard and act on it.  If we wanted a Parish Plan he would be happy to share Parish Plans in other areas.  Need to have a Steering Group of 5-10 people.  1-2 Parish Councillors can sit on Council but cannot lead it.  Called Community Led Plans.  They are positive but hard work.  Takes between 12-18 months to devise.

Councillor Lloyd asked what purpose of Parish Plan is?  It is to get things going in Parish.  Set an action group up and look at things Parish needs.  If not sure what Parish wants it is best to do a Parish Plan. 

Councillor Wild – Cressage have done one, mainly because they do not want any more development, have trouble with travelers and need parking for church.  If there is an issue bubbling around people get to know about it.  Sometimes what you can achieve in a Parish Plan has already been done through VH.  Also cannot get CIL money without Parish Plan but unlikely to get money anyway because this Parish is ‘Open Countryside’.  A Parish Plan cannot just be about a single issue.  You have to ask the Parish what they would like through a questionnaire and then it is difficult to get responses back.  Even when you have something people want it is still difficult to get back responses.

Mr Fairclough is happy to help with any consultations.  He said there are a lot of ways and means of asking people questions besides surveys.   He has done DVD nights for adults and bouncy castles for children when it is not obvious they are taking part in a survey. 

Mr Fairclough left the meeting at 8.25pm.

5. 
CORRESPONDENCE


Clerk went through correspondence which she had received since last meeting.

Councillor Lloyd concerned about planning application by Mr Hamer and what could be a ‘ground breaking decision’. 

Councillor Wild said a few years ago a survey went out to Parishes to decide whether they wished to be a Hub, Cluster or Open Countryside.  This Parish decided on Open Countryside.  This allows barn conversions and affordable housing.  Because we are not a cluster could be up for challenge if a planning application goes in for a house 

which is not under this umbrella.  This could set a precedent for this and other parishes.  This particular house does have an agricultural tie and it is not part of their diversification for a holiday let.  Can change to a Cluster but would have to do homework and do a Parish Plan asking parishioners what requirement are.  

6.         HIGHWAYS

Councillor Roberts said the road is breaking up through Hughley  and asked if an email could be sent to Highways.  Councillor Wild told the Clerk to write to Jonathan Ingleby.

7.          PLACE PLAN
Discussed above during Mr Fairclough’s visit.  Councillor Roberts asked if we want  to get a Steering Group together?  It was suggested that Lee Wheeler might be interested but not sure he would do it.  Need to have right personality to run it.   No decision made as to whether to go forward with this yet.

8.        
 FINANCIAL REPORT
The Clerk has now set up standing orders to the Inland Revenue and to herself - J M Simmons for expenses on a quarterly basis.  Next payment due to go out on 5th October 2013 for the following amounts:

Inland Revenue £87.78 and Clerk's expenses £30.00

9.  
PLANNING

Land in Cardington – Councillor Pugh mentioned that the Ratcliffes have sold a small area of land just past the Pickles property to Mr Stevens who is putting in planning for a chalet.  Put in hardcore but Council have now put a stop on any further work being done.  Roger Stevens is a gypsy from Condover.  Children go to Church Preen school.  Councillor Lloyd said schools struggle with gypsy families because of their unauthorized absences.    This could be part of a Parish Plan.  

The land is not in our Parish but in Cardington Parish.  Could raise concerns to planning officers about possible unauthorized development.  Parish Council agreed not to get involved at this stage.

10. 
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

a. Feedback from LJC meeting

b. Precept

11.  
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

19th November 2013 at 7.30pm - Old School, Kenley

Meeting closed at 8.55pm

Signed ……………………………………


Dated …………………………..

Chairman Ken Pugh

